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BAFA welcomes and encourages clubs to live stream (i.e. broadcast) games as a way to 

grow the sport, increase visibility, and engage audiences. However, all live streaming must 

be delivered to an appropriate standard and in line with this code of conduct and prevailing 

BAFA Regulations, BAFA Playing Rules, National Leagues Competition Regulations, and the 

latest version of Videoing games: guidance for teams and media organisations. 

Clubs intending to live stream National League fixtures must comply with the following: 

1. Notification and Approval 

• Game management (normally the home club) must notify BAFA of any planned live 

stream at least 10 days in advance of the fixture by submitting an Approval Request. 

Where this is not reasonably possible (e.g. playoff fixtures), clubs must provide as 

much notice as possible and seek approval prior to the fixture.  

• Clubs must provide details of who will be delivering the stream (club or third party).  

• All live streaming activity is subject to BAFA approval and must not proceed without 

it. Any stream delivered without prior approval will be considered a breach of this 

code.  

 

2. Notification to Opponents and Consent 

• The home club must notify the away club of any intention to live stream a fixture at 

least 5 days in advance of the game. 

• The away club should raise any objections as soon as possible, and no later than 48 

hours before the fixture. 

• Where no objection is raised within this timeframe, the away club will be deemed to 

have accepted the live stream. 

• Where an objection is raised, the game must not be streamed without agreement 

between both clubs. 

• Where Mixed U19, Mixed U16 or any YFFL games are to be live streamed, clubs must 

work with the opposing team(s) to ensure that parental/guardian consent is in place 

for all participants under 18.  

• Where a stream takes place without the required notice, or where an objection has 

been raised:  

o the away team may consider the fixture to be “played under protest”  

o the away team should notify their opposition as soon as possible after the 

streaming is discovered 

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/8euEBJv0bL
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o the matter should be reported to Competition Management within 48 hours of 

the game taking place for further investigation 

 

3. Compliance with Regulations 

• All streams are considered official representations of the game and must comply 

with prevailing BAFA Regulations, BAFA Playing Rules and National Leagues 

Competition Regulations at all times, including conduct, safeguarding, and public 

communications.  

4. Conduct and Content 

• Clubs must ensure that all broadcast content, including commentary, graphics, and 

social media output:  

o is accurate, appropriate, and respectful  

o does not include abusive, discriminatory, or offensive language  

o does not bring the game into disrepute  

 

5. Safeguarding and Young People 

• Where participants under 18 are involved, clubs must ensure that:  

o appropriate consent is in place in line with BAFA National Leagues 

Competition Regulations and safeguarding policies  

o content is suitable for a youth audience  

o commentary and coverage do not place undue focus on individual young 

participants and identifying details such as address or school should not be 

shared. 

 

6. Responsibility for Broadcast Content 

• The home club is fully responsible for all aspects of any live stream associated with 

its fixture, regardless of whether it is delivered by the club or a third party.  

• Any breach of this code or prevailing BAFA Regulations, BAFA Playing Rules or BAFA 

National Leagues Competitions Regulations arising from a live stream will be treated 

as the responsibility of the club.  

• This includes, but is not limited to, commentary, visuals, graphics, and any 

associated content or conduct.  

 

7. Sanctions 

Failure to comply with this code or prevailing BAFA Regulations, BAFA Playing Rules or 

National Leagues Competition Regulations including the delivery of an unapproved live 

stream may result in disciplinary action in line with BAFA Regulations, including fines of up 
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to £500 and/or further action where conduct brings the game into disrepute. Penalties may 

be increased for repeated infractions. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact sanctioning@britishamericanfootball.org 

 

Related resources  

BAFA Regulations 

BAFA Playing Rules 

National Leagues Competition Regulations – Contact 

National Leagues Competition Regulations – Flag 

Videoing games: guidance for teams and media organisations. 

Playing under Protest form 

Approval request form 

mailto:sanctioning@britishamericanfootball.org
https://rules.bafra.info/rulebook/bafa2026/regulations.pdf
https://rules.bafra.info/rulebook/bafa2026/regulations.pdf
https://www.britishamericanfootball.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/2026-Contact-Competition-Rules-and-Regulations-1-November-2025-final.pdf
https://www.britishamericanfootball.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/BAFA-Flag-Football-Competition-Rules-and-Regulations-2025_26-final.pdf
https://rules.bafra.info/docs/video/Videoing%20games%20guidance%20v1.htm
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/pv3cXMW2P2
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/8euEBJv0bL

